
 
 
 
 
Honorable City Planning Commission               February 3, 2006 
Cincinnati, Ohio        March 3, 2006 

April 7, 2006  
 
 
 
SUBJECT: Proposed text amendment to §1425-19-A. Off Street Parking and Loading 

Requirements. 
 
PURPOSE: 
To obtain input and direction from the Planning Commission on zoning text as it relates 
to the 2000 square foot parking exemption for commercial uses. 
 
PROPOSED TEXT AMENDMENT: 

SECTION 1.  That Schedule 1425-19-A of Chapter 1425 of the Cincinnati Zoning Code is 
hereby amended to read as follows: 

Schedule 1425-19-A: Off-Street Parking and Loading Requirements  
 

Use Classifications   Required Parking  
(Sq. Ft. of Floor Area)   

Loading 
User 
Group   

Residential Uses   

Bed and breakfast home   2 for every dwelling, plus 
1 for every guest room     

Child day care home   No additional spaces 
required     

Group residential   1 for every 2 residents     
Permanent residential   
Single-family   
SF-4, SF-6, SF-10, SF-20   2 for every unit     
SF-2, RM, O, C, M, RF-R and IR   1 for every unit     
Attached single-family   1 for every unit     
Rowhouse single-family   1 for every unit     
Two-family   1 for every unit     
Multi-family       
RM2.0, RM1.2, OL   1.5 for every unit     
RM0.7, OG, C, M, RF-R and IR   1 for every unit     
Residential care facilities       
Assisted living   1 for every 4 residents     
Developmental disability dwelling   1 for every 4 residents     
Nursing home   1 for every 4 residents     



Special assistance shelters   
1 for every 3 employees 
plus 1 for every facility 
vehicle   

  

Transitional housing   1 for every facility plus 1 
for every 8 beds     

Public and Semi Public Uses   
Cemeteries   None     

Day care center   2 for every facility, plus 1 
for every 8 clients     

Clubs and lodges   1 for every 100 sq. ft.   3   

Colleges, public or private   
1 for every 3 auditorium 
seats plus 1 for every 5 
classroom seats   

3   

Community service facilities   1 for every 100 sq. ft.     

Cultural institutions   
1 for every 500 sq. ft. or 1 
for every 8 seats, 
whichever is greater   

3   

Government facilities and offices       
Facilities and installations   1 for every 1,000 sq. ft.   1   
Correctional institutions   1 for every 20 beds   1   
Offices   1 for every 750 sq. ft.   1   
Hospitals   1 for every bed   3   

Parks and recreation facilities   1 for every 100 sq. ft. of 
indoor area     

Public maintenance facilities   1 for every 1,000 sq. ft.     
Public safety facilities   1 for every 250 sq. ft.     

Religious assembly   1 for every 30 sq. ft. in 
principal assembly area     

School, public or private   High School: 1 for every 
10 classroom seats   3   

  
Elementary School: 1 for 
every 30 classroom seats 
  

3   

Commercial Uses   
**1** Existing uses with a floor area of 2000 
square feet or less  

Exempt -No spaces 
required     

   

Ambulance services   1 for every 250 sq. ft.     
Animal services   1 for every 400 sq. ft.     

Banks and financial institutions   

1 for every 200 sq. ft. of 
first floor area, plus 1 for 
every 250 sq. ft. of other 
floor area   

2   



Bed and breakfast inns   1 for every facility plus 1 
for every guest room     

Building materials and services   1 for every 400 sq. ft.   4   
Building maintenance services   1 for every 400 sq. ft.     
Business services   1 for every 250 sq. ft.     
Commercial meeting facility   1 for every 50 sq. ft.   3   
Eating and drinking establishments       
Drinking establishments   1 for every 150 sq. ft.     
Restaurants, full service   1 for every 150 sq. ft.     
Restaurants, limited service   1 for every 150 sq. ft.     

Food markets   
1 for every 150 sq. ft. 
where it exceeds 2,000 
sq. ft.   

1   

Food preparation   1 for every 750 sq. ft.     

Funeral and interment services   1 for every 50 sq. ft. used 
for assembly     

Garden supply stores and nurseries   1 for every 400 sq. ft.     
Hotels and commercial lodging   1 for every guest room   3   
Loft dwelling units   1 for every unit     
Laboratories, commercial   1 for every 250 sq. ft.     
Maintenance and repair services   1 for every 400 sq. ft.     
Medical services and clinics   1 for every 150 sq. ft.     
Offices   1 for every 400 sq. ft.   2   
Personal services   1 for every 250 sq. ft.     
Personal instructional services   1 for every 250 sq. ft.     
Recreation and entertainment   
Indoor and small scale   
Bingo parlors, fitness centers, gymnasiums   1 for every 50 sq. ft.     
Billiard parlors, poolrooms, amusement 
arcades, handball, racquetball or tennis club 
facilities, ice or roller skating rinks, miniature 
golf courses   

1 for every 250 sq. ft.     

Movie theater (three or less screens)   1 for every 5 seats     
Bowling centers   5 for every bowling lane     
Outdoor or large scale   
Sports stadiums and arenas, movie theaters (4 
or more screens), racetracks   1 for every 5 seats     

Amusement and theme parks, driving ranges, 
swimming or wave pools, entertainment 
complexes, drive-in theaters, archery or 
shooting ranges, riding stables, campgrounds   

1 for every 1,000 sq. ft.     

Retail sales   1 for every 250 sq. ft.   1   
Sexually oriented business   1 for every 250 sq. ft.     



Vehicle and equipment services       

Vehicle and equipment sales and rental   
1 for every 400 sq. ft. of 
office sales or rental area 
  

  

Car wash   See § 1419-11     
Fuel sales   None     

Vehicle repair   
2 for every service bay or 
1 for every 250 sq. ft., 
whichever is greater   

  

Automobile holding facilities   None     
Industrial Uses   
Production industry   1 for every 1,000 sq. ft.   4   
Research and development   1 for every 750 sq. ft.   2   
Warehousing and storage       
Contractor's storage   1 for every 1,000 sq. ft.     
Indoor storage   4 spaces     
Waste management   1 for every 1,000 sq. ft.     
Wholesaling and distribution   1 for every 1,000 sq. ft.   4   
Transportation, Communication and Utilities Uses   

Communications facilities   
1 for every 600 sq. ft. 
plus 1 for every 3 
auditorium seats   

2   

Public utility distribution system   1 for every 1,000 sq. ft.     
Public utility maintenance yard   1 for every 1,000 sq. ft.     
Public utility plant   1 for every 1,000 sq. ft.     
Transportation facilities       

Airports   1 for every 250 sq. ft of 
terminal building   1   

Heliports   None     
Railroad train yards   None     
Railroad right-of-way   None     
Transportation passenger terminals   1 for every 2,000 sq. ft.     

Truck terminal and warehouse   0--100,000 sq. ft: 1 for 
every 2,000 feet   4   

  
Over 100,000: 1 for every 
4,000 sq. ft. over 100,000 
sq. ft.   

4   

Watercraft and riverfront facilities       
Barge terminals   1 for every 2,000 sq. ft.     
Boat and ship yards   1 for every 2,000 sq. ft.     
Commercial piers and ports   1 for every 2,000 sq. ft.     
Marinas   1 for every two berths     
Marine sales and services   1 for every 400 sq. ft.     



Agriculture and Extractive Uses   
Farming   1 for every site     
Mining and quarrying   1 for every 1,000 sq. ft.     

 
  

New language underscored.  Language which has been deleted is indicated by an asterisk as 
follows. 
**1** - “Under” 
**2** - 2,000 square feet of floor area or more   
 
 
JUSTIFICATION: 
On December 12, 2005 City Council indefinitely postponed the zoning text amendment 
Ordinances for §1425-03 Requirements for Off-Street Parking and Loading and §1425-
19 Off-Street Parking and Loading Requirements as approved by the Planning 
Commission. The City Council directed staff to draft new text amendments that clearly 
state that the 2000 square foot exemption from the parking requirements is for the first 
2000 square feet of all commercial uses as stated in the original motion passed by City 
Council on January 14, 2004. On March 3, 2006, the Planning Commission considered 
the Council’s recommendation and determined that a 2000 square foot exemption from 
the parking requirements for all commercial buildings may have unintended negative 
impacts on neighborhoods. Councilmember Bortz and Councilmember Crowley have 
requested that the Planning Commission consider the above changes. 
 
Submitted by: 
 
 
 
 
Margaret Wuerstle 
Chief Planner 


